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Happy New Year!  Are you ready for 2026?  I’m not.  Mostly, I’m hoping to spend less time in Reno 
in 2026.  I’d like to not earn as many frequent flier miles this year.  2025 was a pretty tough year in 
many way, and I’m excited about what the coming new year could bring. 

 

The mission committee was noting the results of their congregational survey, and they saw how many 
times food came up.  We’ve all experienced the rising costs of food, whether it’s a trip to the grocery 
store or an outing for lunch.  Everything cost more. 

 

Congregational life was also thinking about food--the thought of bringing back dinners for 8 has been 
floating around.  We all enjoy sharing a meal together whether it is a snack after the 2nd Sunday or 
the month, the upcoming pancake supper, or the recent movie night, complete with pizza and cook-
ies. 

 

The Bible is filled with stories around meals.  Jesus talked about food and performed miracles about 
food.  The Old Testament isn’t lacking for food miracles, either, including manna from heaven. 

 

Could 2026 be a year of food, where we orient our activities around eating together, collecting food 
for the hungry and learning Scripture around food?  Something for us all to think about .  I look for-
ward to serving God with you in the coming year. 

In Christ, 

Keith 

 

 

 

HAPPENINGS AT HIGHLANDS 

From the Pastor 

 

  

 Friends in Christ - 

  Caleb and I were at the National Historic Site in Andersonville the other day, reading about the Civ-

il War prison that had been established there.  It was brutal conditions, with thousands of people 

crammed into a small site with limited ability to shield themselves from the elements. Disease ran 

rampant.   

  It reminded me about the cost of freedom.  July 4 is a wonderful holiday, an opportunity to cele-

brate all the great things about America.  We're not a perfect country, but I give thanks for all the 

good things that we have here and the ability to hope for the future.  People who have traveled to the 

US from around the world for the World Cup have been writing about the marvels of the US, and it's 

been fun to read.  We read and hear so much bitter debate that it's refreshing to see people celebrat-

ing things. 

  But that freedom has come at tremendous cost over the years.  Many people have sacrificed to help 

build this country, and it should build our appreciation for the freedoms we enjoy.   

  It reminds me of what we have in Christianity.  We have been given something extraordinary in that 

we have a faith that allows us to have hope in the face of death.  Can you think of a greater gift than 

that?  Rather than face death with despair, we have the ability to look through it with confidence, be-

cause we are baptized into the life, death, and resurrection of baptism, so the completion of our bap-

tism unites us with Christ in the heavenly Kingdom.  It's remarkable, and it's been achieved thanks to 

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.  It came at great cost, and our appreciation ought to in-

crease, because what we have in faith did not come lightly. 

  So as we celebrate 250 years of America this month, grateful at the chapters of American history 

that have led to this joyous occasion, may we also be grateful to Christ for the invitation into a heav-

enly Kingdom that will far outlast this country and this world, an eternal realm where our citizenship 

is held secure. 

 

In Christ, 

Keith 



 2  Ladies  Night Out 
  
Join members and friends for 
dinner out on: 
 
Monday, July 13th 
6:30 p.m. 
Chapala Mexican Grill 
24– Liberty Street 
Powell, OH.  43065 
 
Contact Barb Miller to make 
a reservation. 

 

June Book Club Meeting 
  The Book Club will not meet in July 

  

 

Book Club will resume in August. 

 

The Book for August will be:  

 

Watch for more information in your 

August Newsletter. 

   

 

 Men’s Business Group 
 Join the Men’s Business Group for dinner out on: 
 
Wednesday, July 8 
6:30 p.m.  At: 
Chapala Mexican Grill 
24 Liberty Street 
Powell, OH  43065 
 
  Contact Bill Nordquist  with any questions. 
  
  
  

JULY MISSION 

 

Once again this July, our mission will be 
that of collecting donations of items need-
ed for the new school year by children 
whose families are unable to afford them. 
The school we will support this year is 
Parkmoor Elementary. This year we will 
also offer the opportunity to donate a few 
items needed by staff. 

Lists of the items needed will be available 
on the counter in the narthex for pickup by 
members beginning Sunday, June 28.  

 

 

May God use us to bless others as He has 
blessed us. 

  
Donation List for Parkmoor School 

STUDENTS 
 

• Boxes of 24 crayons 

• Pencils 

• Scissors 

• Glue Sticks 

• 2-pocket folders 

• Erasers 

 
Donation List for Parkmoor School 

STAFF 
 

• Clorox wipes 

• Tissues 

• Dry erase markers 
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July  Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
   Birthdays      Anniversaries 
 
    2 John Sharpe      9 Jere & Cheryl Ellison 
    6 Linda Carr     15 Nick & Lynne McMahon  
    9 Milissa Crenner    22 Diane & Rod Moore  
   7 Nathan McDonald     Marge & Allen Stuhlmann  
  11 Kristine Watts    
  13 Elaine Gallup  
   Mark Strong 
  25 Dave Miller 
  26 Jere Ellison 
  27 Terri Ramsey 
  28  Allen Crenner 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 From Linda Merchant-Masonbrink: 

 You are cordially invited to a Celebration of Life service for my mother, Jacquelin (Jackie) Mer-
chant, that will be held on July 5,2026 at Highlands Presbyterian Church, 6909 Smoky Row Rd., 
Columbus, OH 43235. There will be a light lunch served between 11:30 AM and 1:00 PM, with 
prelude music stating at 12:30 PM.  The service will begin at 1:00 PM and will be followed by des-
sert and fellowship.   

 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a gift in honor of Jackie to The Ohio State University Nursing 
Research Fund. The link is as follows:   

https://giveto.osu.edu/makeagift/details/605412?fund=605412 

A note from Eric Watkins,  Children’s Ministry Director 

VBS will be  from August 6 through August 8.  Time will be from 6-8 p.m.    

     Our theme will be “God’s Kitchen” 

 

More details will follow. 

https://giveto.osu.edu/makeagift/details/605412?fund=605412
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The Highlander is  

published monthly by 

 

Highlands Presbyterian Church 

6909 Smoky Row Road 

Columbus, OH 43235 

614-764-2134 

       Mary Champlin, Assistant 
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