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H A P P E N I N G S AT H I G H L A N D S
From the Pastor
Happy New Year!

Thank You to...
*

those who donated their talent and
time to Highlands’ December 11
Lessons and Carols service. A very
special thank you goes to Carole
Evans for her work in pulling
together music and musicians for
both the bell choir and vocal choir.
Long hours were spent on
preparation followed by Carole
leading the group during rehearsals
and during worship.
Additionally, a debt of gratitude is
due to Suzanne Wilson on piano,
both choirs for the special music,
the nine readers who presented the
readings, and to the congregation
for the carol selections especially
selected for all present.

*

all of those who donated to our
mission of providing gifts for almost
100 SproutFive children. Your
generosity will help brighten many
children’s Christmas.

*

everyone who helped with the “My
Very Own Blanket” mission project.
Our efforts helped them exceed
their 2022 goal of 30,000 blankets
for foster children. We will continue
cutting and tying blankets in the
near future!

The church liturgical year ends on Christ
the King Sunday and begins on the first
Sunday of Advent, as we look ahead not
only to celebrating Christ's amazing
entry into the world on the first
Christmas but also beyond to Christ's
glorious return on that future and unknown date.
Within the church, we keep our own calendar and
have our own rhythms, separate from the world.
But we also live in and among the world, and so we
celebrate holidays that aren't included in the church
calendar. We go out into our communities as
missionaries, and so we partake in the rhythms and
patterns of the world, celebrating New Year's Eve
(although I'll be asleep by 10 p.m. if I'm lucky)
between Christmas and Epiphany.
So every congregation, every Christian, has to figure
out how to be in the world but not of the world. We
live and work in the world, but never forget that our
primary identity is a child of God. We are both, and it
can be hard to figure out how to hold onto two
identities. A theologian once described Christians as
'Resident Aliens' in a great book of the same name.
Around the turn of the calendar, I'll be spending some
time in prayer and planning, thinking about how I can
be a faithful leader of this congregation. I ask you to
join me in prayer as we look ahead together. Please
share your hopes and dreams for how we can engage
our community, inviting others to explore this dual
citizenship. I pray that we are a place that makes
disciples and builds disciples, where we gather
together and are sent out, always seeking the glory of
God in all things.
In Christ,
Keith
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Session met on November 30, 2022. The following are some of the highlights of the meeting.
Upcoming Events:
January 1:
January 8:
January 11:
January 16:

New Years Day
Installation/ordination of new officers
Session, 7:00 p.m.
Martin Luther King Day

Financial: Giving/loose offering was over budget for the month of November by $7,223 and is over
budget for the year by $4,899. Expenses were over budget by $157 for the month but are under for
the year by $3,813. Income exceeded expenses for the month by $6,869. This was primarily due to
an increase in giving and loose offerings. Income is exceeding expenses for the year by $10,443.
Highlands’ PPP Loan is still under review. Per Capita will remain the same for 2023 at $40 per
member. The Stewardship campaign resulted in 24 pledges for a total of $102,960, exceeding last
year’s pledges by nearly 15%. An estimated $9,000 is also anticipated from regular givers who don’t
pledge, resulting in a total estimated giving for 2023 of nearly $112,000. Session approved the
Highlands 2023 annual budget.
Finance, Personnel, and Facilities: Staff reviews are being collected. Pat Henneforth, Brenda Wilson,
and Suzanne Wilson were given annual bonuses. The Commission is discussing reinstating the
Personnel Manager position. There is $15,747 in the Facilities Maintenance Reserve Fund. The
Commission has prioritized repairs of the sanctuary and narthex. Rob Ruhl is working on an
estimate. The main door lock has been repaired. Rob Ruhl is working on getting the front sidewalk
light repaired. Highlands received its Small Business COVID-19 Kit from the Franklin County Board of
Health. Its items are distributed throughout the church. The Commission is exploring using Memorial
Funds to upgrade and improve the playground, e.g., replace the grass with rubber mulch, among
other things.
Education: In October, the youth made new concrete hand prints for the front courtyard flower bed.
Bibles have been purchased for four of our youth. Trunk or Treat was successful with approximately
40-50 kids who enjoyed the 15 cars that were decorated for the event. Adult Sunday school is
underway averaging 10-12 attendees per week. Dave Enright and Cheryl Ellison subbed for Brenda
Wilson when she had to miss two Sundays for a medical reason. Consideration is being given to
breaking the youth class into two groups to allow a different curriculum for the older youth.
Mission: Highlands will be seeking Christmas gifts for about 100 youth at SproutFive (formerly South
Side Day Care), which are due wrapped at church by December 18. There will be a “White Gift
Offering” on Christmas Eve, which will consist of canned or non-perishable food items wrapped in
white for the Smoky Row Food Pantry. There are links to Heifer and Alternative Gifts International in
the Highlander since Highlands will not be hosting an alternative gift fair at the church this year.
Over 50 blankets were blessed before being sent on their way to foster children through My Very
Own Blanket. New blankets will be produced after the new year. There will be a summary of 2022
mission activities to the congregation in January.
Worship, Music and Publicity: The choir sang and hand bells were played for Lessons and Carols on
December 11. These groups will be concentrating on performing for special events throughout the
church year. December 18 was approved for a Congregation Meeting. There will not be a regular
service on Sunday, January 1. There will be a devotional from Reverend Jones posted online instead.
Also the first communion of the year, along with the installation of church officers, will be on January
8. The Communion Calendar for 2023 was approved.
Deacons: The Deacons are under budget for the year by nearly $300. Their budget will be reduced to
$300 next year. The deacons will be providing miniature poinsettias to shut-ins for Christmas. They
also gathered some choir members to sing Christmas carols to Marilyn Miller on December 11. A
sign-up sheet for “Greeter” duty was passed around in church. College students Sean Kim and Gabe
Hansen are doing well. The basketball hoop is now up in the parking lot. Deacons are working with
Mission to work on several campaigns, such as food baskets and My Very Own Blanket. At this time,
no one is in need of meals from Helping Hands.

Continued on page 4
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January Adult Bible Reading Schedule

Smoky Row Food Pantry
The Smoky Row Food Pantry is
open every Wednesday from
4:00—6:00 p.m. and every
Saturday from 7:00—10:00
a.m.
January Needs

January 1:

Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23

January 8:

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17

January 15:

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

January 22:

Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23

January 29:

Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12

· Non-perishable food staples:
beans, corn, rice, pasta

· Toiletries: shampoo, soap,
conditioner, toilet paper,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.

January Book Club
The Reading List

· Baby Items (Diapers sizes 4
and 5; wipes)

by Sara Nisha Adams
El Vaquero Mexican Restaurant

· Kitchen cleaning items (dish
soap, dishwasher liquid)

3580 West Dublin Granville Road

· Light bulbs

Thursday, January 5

· Winter coats, hats, gloves

6:30 p.m.

The Highlander is
published monthly by
Highlands Presbyterian Church
6909 Smoky Row Road
Columbus, OH 43235
614-764-2134
Worship
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
Pat Henneforth, Editor
Mary Champlin, Assistant
Marilyn Miller, Assistant

Articles, news reports, and
editorial suggestions are
welcome and may be
submitted to the church office
directly to the editor.
The closing date for material is
the 20th of each month.

Please contact Barb to make reservations.

Future Book Club
If you like to plan and read ahead, here is the information for
the February 2023 Book Club meeting.
February:

It Ends With Us by Colleen Hoover
Wednesday, February 1
6:30 p.m.
Bravo Italian Kitchen
3000 Hayden Road

Finance Reminder
When you fill out check request or reimbursement forms,
please make sure that you have the appropriate approval
signatures. They will be required in order for the request to
be processed.

Thank You from Jere & Cheryl Ellison
At the conclusion of the gift buying time of year during which
folks at Highlands bought gifts for family, friends, and
strangers, we want to thank many who supported the tenth
annual Lil' Andy Toy Drive sponsored by the Filling Station. A
special shout out to the Men's Business Group who met at the
Filling Station and augmented the toy pile during their
evening out. The toys were delivered on December 22 to the
Liberty Township Fire Department for distribution to needy
children in time for Christmas.

Men’s Business Group
Wednesday, January 25
6:30 p.m.
El Vaquero
3580 West Dublin-Granville Road

Contact Bill Nordquist to make a reservation.

January
Birthdays:
6
9
18
22
29

Ed Sensenbrenner
Gene Law
Walt Champlin
Tosha Marshall
Jacob McDonald
Nick McMahon

Note: If we have missed your birthday,
please let us know and we will be glad to
add it.

Our Daily Bread
The December/January/February issue of
Our Daily Bread is available on the counter
in the narthex. Feel free to pick up a copy
for yourself and anyone else you
think might enjoy reading it.

Adult Education News
We have decided on a
curriculum for Adult Ed as
follows:
The book we are planning to
use is “If I had lunch with C. S.
Lewis” by Alistair McGrath. The subject is a
hypothetical series of lunches with C. S.
Lewis.
We are providing a kick-off breakfast on
January 8 at 9 a.m. in the family room. All
are welcome, even if they cannot or don’t
plan to participate in classes. Beginning
January 15, classes will be held at 9:15 a.m.

Clerk’s Report
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(continued from page 2)
General: The Partners in Education training for
new elders and deacons will be held on January
21, 2023 from 9 a. m - 3 p.m. at Covenant
Presbyterian Church in Upper Arlington. The cost is
$15, including lunch. PCUSA has established itself
as a Sanctuary and Accompaniment Church and is
embarking on a 10-year campaign to end gun
violence. The Presbytery is working with a
consulting firm to establish a new purpose
statement, structure, and budget for the
Presbytery. In addition, Kathy Nice has been
appointed as the Transitional General Presbyter
effective 1/1/23 upon the retirement of Reverend
Dr. Jeannie Harsh, Executive Presbyter. Reverend
Nice is from Ford City, Pennsylvania, where she
was Stated Clerk in her Presbytery and a Pastor.

A Note from Ed Sensenbrenner
2022 was a year of tremendous change in my life.
Lois passed into Eternal Life on January 24. She
had spent the last 14 months in a hospital
bed .Although she was unable to move her body,
her mind was good (thank God). Lois’ passing into
heaven was a blessing for her, but a loss of
companionship for me, but I would never want her
back in such a limited physical condition.

The members of Highlands have been wonderful in
ministering to me. I believe Lois is alive and with
the Lord in whatever heaven is.
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall
never die.” (John 11) I believe this; Lois believed
this and lived this.
I hope to join Lois in the future. May your life be
founded on the promises of Jesus.

2023 Per Capita
From Bob Patterson, Treasurer of the
Presbytery of Scioto Valley
Per Capita provides the means to strengthen the
connections of our work and build lasting
relationships to help all Presbyterians share God’s
love through mission and ministry. Presbyterians
do mission in partnership. We understand
“mission” to be God’s work for the sake of the
world God loves.
For 2023, our per capita will remain unchanged at
$40.00 per member. Your financial support makes
a difference and we are grateful beyond measure!
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8
9:00 a.m. Adult Ed
Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Worship
with communion
11:30 a.m. Take
down greens

Sermon available
online

29
9:15 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 a.m. Worship

Sermon available
online

22
9:15 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Worship
and Music Meeting

Sermon available
online

15
9:15 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m.
Deacons Meeting
Mission Meeting

Sermon available
online
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1
No in-person service.
Inspirational message
available at
Highlands’ web site
and Facebook page.

30

23

16

7:00 p.m. F & A

Mon

Sun

31

24

17

10

3

Tue

6:30 p.m. Men’s
Business Group

25

18

7:00 p.m. Session

11

4

Wed

26

19

12

6:30 p.m. Book
Club

5

Thu
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